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DUE 
DATE 

Depar tment  of  Energy 

Mr. Gay Baughman _ _ . _  , 
Hzzardous Waste Faciliti 
Colorado Depariment o f  H e d  
4300 Cherry Creek Drive South 
Denver, Colorado 80222-1530 

Dear Mr. Baughian: 

The Euilding 910 Evaporztors are neui ig  tFle S T ~  of Process QuA5cation Testing (Hot 
S y s ~ r n  Operationd [SO] Testing). The s * ~ i  of this test sics is currently xheduled for 
June 17,1993. .4s you may be aware, dl three evaporator s y s ~ m s  were plagued with 
le* of v q i n g  magnitudes during tfie Cold SO e s t  phase. Meabers of your s+&f were 
appiised of the le& and the plmned repairs in the May 1993 mon;hly infornational 
n e t i r ~ g .  The ie&.ng UTS due to t.?e various types of joints incorporated into the design of 
a n  off tk shelf poiiible evaporator adaped to, and incoiporated into a permanent facility 
2s c d e d  for in the Inteiiin h.lsure/l?tzrlLm Remedial Action m 4 )  Document. The 
mzin c a u x  of the leaking w2s due to the themd expmsion of 2issimihr materials ( n e d  
to plu5c)  during process s*xq up. Tip, le& have b e n  repkirzd or the f i r i g s  replaced. 
Meal to plas~c  threaded connections were replaced with flanges, other threaded 
~onnectioils were re-doped or welded. Extznsive cold SO testirig was conducEd, and is 
c o n h k g ,  subsequent to the repairs. 

Despite our best effors, ,se\reiaI small Iezks, dubbed " w ~ p s , "  hzve persisted. During 
operations, especidly at the start up a i d  shut douq t h e m d  cycling, one to scverd fittings 
w i ~  intemittmtiy w c p ;  that is, moisare rmging from surface moisture to a few drops 
wiIi form at the connecdon. Tie najority of the= w z i ~ s  zre in the d i s t i l l z ~  SI , .SE~S.  All 
three evqorztors exhibit this condition. We hzve discusxd tne weeps with the vendor 
m d  with otFler users of Licon equipment, m d  h a x  dexmined thrtt the WCPS a . ~  an inherent part of the operation of the= unis. KO safely concuAI - 7 s  arise from the weeps. 

p---- ~ c . 7 - a  COKXL I x I x 11 is our pia,  b s e d  On ex?efience gzined during h e  Building 9 10 Cold so testing, that 
we will incorpor2~ speci5c actions, such 2s continud monitoring Lid inspNSon, during operations to ensure that the weeps are con~-olled and that my ac:ud lezks ac promptly 

identified md  dedt with appropriarely. Pcisisknt weeping connections may eventudly be 
replaced wirh solid welded piping dependkg on amount of leakage, p a t   story of the 
leaks. etc. These will be dedt  wit.!! on a cse-by-cve  bvis .  
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In addition we have completed an RFO Readiness Assessment to determine EG&G's 
readiness to proceed with the process qualfication testing and operations. This readiness 
asxssment reviewed the areas of Program Management, Regulatory Compliance, Design, 
Test and QA, Operations , Safety and Training, with special emphasis on design, testing and 
operations conducted by an outside contractor. The assessment concluded that, with the 
closure of several scheduled actions, EG&G is ready to commence the process qualification 
testing, and upon completion proceed to operations. At this time, it is our intent to proceed 
with the Hot SO Qualification Testing as scheduled, and upon successful qualification, to 
proceed to full scale operations, currently scheduled to begin on July 27, 1993. 
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If you have any questions concerning these actions or require additional information please 
contact me on 966-4888 or Scott R. Surovchak on 966-3551. , 
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Sincerely, 

Richard J. Schussburger 
Acting Director 
Environmental Restoration Division 

cc: 
N. Belencan, EM-453 
J. Hartman, AMTER, RFO 
M. McBride, DAMTER, RFO 
H. Ainscough, CDH 
F. Dowsett, CDH 
M. Hestmark, EPA 
A. Duran, EP.4 
.:R; -B enedet ti, EG &G 
S. Keith, EG&G 
R. Boyie, EG&G 
A. Ledford, EG&G 
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